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Farm Aid / Neil Young

DRAFT - updated 9/16/15

Our approach will be a combination of proactive and reactive leading up to and during the Farm Aid concert.

We will proactively push out content highlighting Monsanto's support for American farmers on our digital channels
leading up to and during the Farm Aid concert. Our strategy is to establish some common ground/shared values with

people attending or following Farm Aid online. This is a good opportunity to use existing content and connect with a

core issue of both Farm Aid and Neil Young. See full proactive digital content plan below.

We will usea reactive-only approach to specific issues arising from the Farm Aid concert. We have identified issues

most likely to gain traction from Farm Aid (related to Neil Young and Farm Aid) and will respond appropriately if issues

start trending online or we get media inquiries. See messaging and assets below.

We will also reach out to some key partners (GMA, IL Farm Bureau, USFRA) to make them aware of the Farm Aid

concert and encourage them to join us in sharing positive content about American farmers.

Key Dates

June 29- "The Monsanto Years" album released

July 4 to 24- Neil tour (not well attended)

July 23-Seeding Fear documentary released

Sept 17- start posting proactive content (details below)

Sept 19- Farm Aid concert in Chicago

Sept 29- Senate hearing

Oct 1 to 17- Neil tour

Key issues for Neil Young and Farm Aid

We audited Neil Young (album lyrics, social media posts, etc.) and Farm Aid (website, social media posts, etc.) to identify

their key issues and drive our preparedness efforts. Below are the highlights from the audit.

"The Monsanto Years" track listing and descriptions:

1. [HYPERLINK "http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/neilyoung/anewdayforlove.html" ] - the "greedy" are "plundering"
the planet; no Monsanto mention

2. [HYPERLINK "http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/neilyoung/wolfmoon.html"] - "thoughtless plundering" of planet;
no Monsanto mention

3. [HYPERLINK "http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/neilyoung/peoplewanttohearaboutlove.html" ] -government

influence; Chevron and Citizens United mentioned; pesticides cause autism; no Monsanto mention

4. [HYPERLINK "http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/neilyoung/bigbox.html" ] - government influence; "democracy
crushed at their feet;" Walmart and Citizens United mentioned; no Monsanto mention

5. [HYPERLINK "http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/neilyoung/arockstarbucksacoffeeshop.html" ] - GMO labeling;

Vermont; farmer choice; corporate control of farms; government influence; Monsanto and Grocery

6.

Manufacturers Alliance mentioned

[HYPERLINK "http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/neilyoung/workinman.html" ] - Moe Parr; seed patents; "Clarence
Thomas worked for Monsanto;" mentions Monsanto

Comment [CW1]:

From Scott K:

The Coalltion's media folks are working on draft

responses should they get any inquiries about

labeling within the context of Farm Ald. I dan't think

additional info over the weekend is necessary but

feel free to pass it to me and I can send it along. If

the Farm Aid folks want to tie Monsanto into the

labeling effort during the show, I feel comfortable in

saying the Coalition simply won't take the bait and

engage on that aspect of it. And they are wel
versed in every other aspect of the labeling issue.

I would refer any inguiries about the labeling bill

itself or the supportive Coalition to Claire Parker

with the Safe and Affordable Food Coalition.:
202 677.7639 or [ HYPERLINK

"mailto:press@cfsaf.org" )

Comment [CW2]: Jeff Williams or Dave Tierney

are reaching out to IL FB, sending our draft letter.

Comment [CW3]: Chelsey checking with

Danielle.
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7. [HYPERLINK "http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/neilyoung/rulesofchange.html"]- seed patents; "owning life;"
"sacred seeds;" mentions Monsanto

8. [HYPERLINK "http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/neilyoung/monsantoyears.html" ] - pesticides are poison; seed

patents; corporate control of farming; mentions Roundup and Monsanto throughout

9. [ HYPERLINK "http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/neilyoung/ifidontknow.html" ] - obscure environmental focus; oil
mentioned; no Monsanto mentioned

Key issues covered on "The Monsanto Years" album:

Seed patents - entire song about Moe Parr; three songs mention patents

Also: in July, Neil's teams released [ HYPERLINK "http://www.monsanto.com/newsviews/pages/michael-
white.aspx" | mini documentary about Michael White

Government influence - mentions Clarence Thomas working for Monsanto

Pesticide safety - poison and autism mentioned

GMO labeling - Vermont mentioned

Other key issues for Neil:

PCBS - Neil has concerts in Spokane (Oct 2) and San Diego (Oct 13) and has mentioned Monsanto and the РСВ

lawsuits on Twitter to promote those dates

Hawaii - Specifically pollution, water and fish in Hawaii. Neil was in Hawaii recently - potential video coming?

Farm Aid's key issues:

Family farms - Farm Aid's mission is to "build a vibrant, family farm-centered system of agriculture in America."

Industrial agriculture - from Farm Aid's website: "The industrial food system, which receives the lion's share of

public and private investment, focuses on the yield of just a handful of crops and animals and dismisses the

many environmental and public health costs associated with an increasingly global and industrial food supply.

These costs speak to the inefficiency of a food system driven by expansion, corporate consolidation and the

push to maximize profits, generally at the expense of family farmers, food quality, environmental health and

community well-being."
Corporate power - from Farm Aid's website: "A handful of corporations control our food system from farm to

fork. Unchecked corporate power leaves eaters with fewer options to support good food from family farmers

and pushes independent family farms out of business. Corporate concentration in the food system has caused

serious damage to rural communities, local economies, public health and our soil and water."

GMOs - from Farm Aid's website: "Because the long-term social, environmental, and economic impacts of

widespread adoption of GE technology are unknown, Farm Aid: 1) calls for transparency in our food system, and

stronger safeguards for farmers; 2) supports the right for all of us to know what is in our food with mandatory

GMO labeling; and 3) remains committed to the right of family farmers to access and save seeds, and to grow
their crops without fear of contamination by GMOs."

Farm policy - from Farm Aid's website: "Our food system is broken... The food on our plates has been shaped

by a misguided series of pro-corporate policies that carve out an agricultural system that works for the few, at

the expense of the many. Farm policy - combined with growing corporate consolidation and unchecked power

siphons money away from family farmers and the communities that depend on them, and supports industrial

farming systems that harm our soil and water, communities, economies and health. ... Each one of us can use

our voice, our vote and our fork to join family farmers in the struggle for a more just food system, and a future
that benefits all of us."

Other Farm Aid 2015 bands and their key issues:

Willie Nelson - corporate control and soil health; Willie's sons are in Neil's band

Jack Johnson - GMO labeling; Jack started the Kokua Hawaii Foundation which promotes school nutrition

Page [ PAGE ] of [ NUMPAGES ]

Confidential - Produced Subject to Protective Order MONGLY00866643


















